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HOCO ROW YOUR BOAT

While it was canceled for fall 2020 due to COVID-19, the Cardboard Boat Race returned in full capacity
for the fall 2021 semester with eight competing teams.

CLIFFORD MCBRIDE | USF

>> SEE BOAT RACE on P5

From prom court to USF Homecoming Royalty
Search for the next USF
By Molly Ryan
president continues,
mollyr5@usf.edu
students and faculty weigh in
n 2018, senior history

By Adriana Reeves
adreeves@usf.edu

A

s USF proceeds
to search for its
eighth president,
St. Petersburg students hope
the university’s next leader
prioritizes a relationship with
the student body.
On Sept. 20, the university
emailed a survey to the USF
community and Tampa Bay
leaders asking for input on
its incoming president. Sept.
30 was the initial deadline to
complete the survey, however,
due to results not being “as
robust” as administration
would have liked, the deadline
was extended to Oct. 30.
The eight-question
survey received over 2,000
responses, most of which
were from students.
Althea Johnson, USF
assistant director of media
relations, shared a few details
regarding the results of the
survey.
“The goal of the survey is
to gather feedback on specific
qualities to look for in the
new president,” Johnson said
in an email to The Crow’s

Nest. “Responses are helping
create a position profile that
will be used to recruit and
attract the strongest pool of
candidates possible.”
The feedback from the
survey is currently being
analyzed by USF’s Executive
Search Consultation, a search
firm that is assisting in the
search for the next president.
“The goal is to start
interviewing candidates in
March with a caveat that the
timeline is subject to change
depending on the quality of
the candidate pool,” Johnson
said.
The survey was created
by the USF Presidential
Search Committee, composed
of 15 members, including
members of the USF Board of
Trustees, board members and
professors.
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
hopes the next president
is prepared to rebuild the
leadership team across all
campuses.

>> SEE SURVEY on P2

I

and English literature
double major Libby
Casale and senior criminal
justice major Darien DesirThompson attended Pinellas
Park High School’s prom as
seniors on the dance’s court
— now, they are representing
USF St. Petersburg as
Homecoming Royalty.
When Casale and DesirThompson were crowned at
the Nov. 2 “Thriller Nights”
Homecoming hosted by the
Harborside Activities Board
(HAB), their high school
memories of attending prom
and being on court together
made the experience all the
more “unreal.”
“There’s a sense of
nostalgia mixed with
familiarity,” Desir-Thompson
said. “I don’t think [Casale]
and I would have imagined
that we would be here today
as Homecoming Royalty.
Being crowned alongside her
prompted me to reflect from
high school to where I am
now.”
Casale also agreed that it
was “coincidental” that her
and Desir-Thompson were in
the same prom group and now

COURTESY OF @USFHAB ON INSTAGRAM

Longtime friends Libby Casale and Darien DesirThompson win Homecoming Royalty at the Nov. 2
‘Thriller Nights’ Homecoming Ball.
share the title of Homecoming
Royalty.
“It was great to have that
experience again,” Casale
said. “We went to prom
together as friends, so when
I got to share the stage and
that experience with [DesirThompson] again, it was a
really awesome feeling.

HAB did such a great job,
as they always do, with this
year’s homecoming.”
For Desir-Thompson,
his college experience with
homecoming has given him a
newfound appreciation for the
tradition.
>> SEE HOCO on P3
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USFSP professor inducted into Spanish royal order
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

Y

ears dedicated to
studying, curating
and honoring
Florida’s early Spanish history
has earned USF St. Petersburg
professor J. Michael Francis
a proverbial seat at the royal
table.
Named by King Felipe
VI of Spain, Francis was
inducted into the Officer’s
Cross of the Order of
Isabella the Catholic
during a ceremony at the
official residence of Spain’s
ambassador to the U.S. in
Washington, D.C., on Oct. 28.
Founded in 1815 by King
Ferdinand VII, the order
rewards “extraordinary civil
behaviors” that promote
friendship and cooperation
between Spain and the rest of
the international community,
according to the ambassador’s
office.
Santiago Cabanas, the
Spanish ambassador to the

U.S., presented Francis with
a red and gold medallion
that reads “A La Lealtad
Acrisolada” and “Por Isabel
la Catolica,” which means
“To Proven Loyalty” and “By
Isabella the Catholic.”
A history professor at
St. Petersburg since 2012,
Francis is the Hough Family
Endowed Chair of Florida
Studies at the campus. He
credits his recognition to his
colleagues and the generosity
of late donors Bill and Hazel
Hough, who created the
endowed chair Francis holds.
“This is certainly the
most prestigious honor I’ve
received in my career,”
Francis said. “It is an
individual honor but one that
would not have happened
had I not had a lot of other
shoulders to stand on.”
“Without the Hough
Family Foundation, I don’t
think this would have
happened,” Francis said. “I
would not have had the kinds
of opportunities in terms

of working with students
and also getting to work so
consistently in Spain. The
entire Hough family and their
commitment to the promotion
of Florida history is at the
core of all of this.”
Francis was joined by
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock,
College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Magali Michael and
other USF Department of
History members.
“This is an incredibly
exciting opportunity to
participate in a recognition
designated to a faculty
member on our campus
from the King of Spain
. . . delivered here at the
ambassador’s home in
Washington, D.C., in a special
ceremony,” Tadlock said in
an interview with The Crow’s
Nest.
Francis has fueled several
initiatives that shed light on
the state’s Spanish roots.
Francis helped to
create and is the executive

director of “La Florida: The
Interactive Digital Archive of
the Americas,” an innovative
project that reveals the
diversity of early Spanish
Florida through short videos,
interactive maps and digital
reconstructions.
The project recently
received a $250,000 grant
from the National Archives
to fund its latest initiative,
“Europeans, Indians, and
Africans: Lost Voices from
America’s Oldest Parish
Archive, 1594-1821.” It will
provide insight into the daily
lives of early St. Augustine’s
multi-ethnic populations
by making more than 9,000
handwritten documents
internationally accessible.
In 2015, Francis authored
a book, “St. Augustine:
America’s First City, A
Story of Unbroken History
& Enduring Spirit,” upon
his appointment by the
U.S. Secretary of the
Interior as one of only
two historians to serve on

the Federal St. Augustine
450th Commemoration
Commission, a U.S.
government organization
created to recognize the
historic city’s Spanish Florida
past.
In a 2013 collaboration
with the Spanish Embassy and
Spanish Consulate, Francis
also helped curate “Imagining
La Florida: Ponce de Leon
and the Quest for the Fountain
of Youth,” an interactive
museum exhibit featured
at the Museum of Florida
History in Tallahassee.
“This recognition is
important to everyone on this
campus as well as in the state
of Florida,” Tadlock said. “It
demonstrates our commitment
to supporting our faculty and
their world-class research, and
it also reflects the value of
that research to the citizens of
this state.”

CLIFFORD MCBRIDE | USF
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USF St. Petersburg history professor J. Michael Francis was joined by
Regional Chancellor Martin Tadlock (left) and College of Arts and Sciences
Dean Magali Michael (right) during the ceremony in Washington, D.C.

Spanish Ambassador to the U.S. Santiago
Cabanas (left) presents J. Michael Francis with a
medallion during his induction into the Spanish
royal order.

SURVEY, continued from P1
“Universities do not
operate like corporations
when it comes to faculty
and staff engagement in the
governance of the institution.
Also, the next president must
be politically astute,” Tadlock
said.
Senior mass
communications major Edyn
Gottlieb believes that the next
president needs to prioritize
the needs of students and be
easily accessible.
“USF has gone through
some major changes as a
university over the past
two years and I think it’s
important that the president
makes a conscious effort to
stay connected to the student
body and take their concerns
and opinions into account,”
Gottlieb said.
While she does not have
anyone specific in mind,
Gottlieb hopes that the

incoming president will
tackle issues like diversity
and affordable housing for
students.
In August, The Crow’s
Nest reported that USF St.
Petersburg welcomed a
record-breaking 791 students
to its residence halls.
“USF has a significant
problem with diversity
that needs to be addressed.
Additionally, with rising
housing costs, many students
are already experiencing
housing insecurity,” Gottlieb
said.
Nicholas Jennings, also a
senior mass communications
major, believes the next
president should put
an emphasis on the St.
Petersburg campus and
create a fun environment for
students to feel welcome.
“This campus is a goto-class-then-go-home,

not a stay-here-and-getinvolved-with-communityand-entertainment like it
was when I first came here,”
Jennings said.
Jennings wants the next
president to evolve with the
university and demonstrate
progressive ideas.
Since August, Rhea Law
serves as USF’s interim
president. She said she does
not plan on applying for the
permanent position.
Her position follows the
sudden retirement of President
Steve Currall, who served a
two-year tenure, the shortest
in USF history.
For more information
on the Presidential Search
Committee, visit usf.edu/
board-of-trustees.

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

USF is searching for the eighth president of the
university after surveying students, faculty and
staff.
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‘I’ll always be a Bull’: Long-time Student Life &
Engagement director bids farewell
By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

D

irector of Student
Life & Engagement
and devoted USF
Bull Dwayne Isaacs is headed
to The Swamp to pursue what
he calls his “dream job.”
Come January, Isaacs
will end his 21-year journey
with USF to become senior
director of the J. Wayne Reitz
Union at the University of
Florida (UF), the top-ranking
university’s hub for student
life.
“Anyone who works with
me knows how much I love
student unions,” said Isaacs,
a USF undergraduate and
graduate alumni. “It’s the
living room of campus and I
just thrive in that.”
In his first postundergraduate job manning
the front desk of USF
Tampa’s Marshall Student

Center, Isaacs discovered his
passion for student life. It
only grew stronger when he
assisted with the construction
and operation of the center’s
redesign, which debuted in
2008.
USF St. Petersburg
became Isaacs’s new home
in 2012 when he assumed
the associate director role of
Student Life & Engagement, a
department he was named the
director of five years later.
A beneficiary of Tampa’s
Student Support Services
(SSS) program, Isaacs
helped initiate the same
program in St. Petersburg.
Aside from launching the
campus’s Diversity and
Inclusion Conference with
former Director of Office of
Multicultural Affairs Tristen
Johnson last year, Issacs said
introducing the SSS program
to St. Petersburg is “hands
down” one of his proudest

moments at USF.
“That was the culminating
point for me,” Isaacs said.
“That’s how I was able to
come to USF Tampa in
the first place, through the
Student Support Services
Program. Being able to
turn around 20 years later
to say that I helped to start
that at another campus is so
meaningful to me. I would
not be here if it were not for
the Student Support Services
Program.”
Since joining the campus,
Isaacs also helped oversee
its opening of the University
Student Center and led
efforts to strengthen male
student success, address
food insecurity, support the
LGBTQ+ campus community
and foster inclusivity for all
students of color.
Isaacs’s dedication earned
him campus-wide recognition
when he was named USF

COURTESY OF DWAYNE ISAACS

Dwayne Isaacs helped to open USF Tampa’s redesigned Marshall Student
Center in 2008.

St. Petersburg’s Outstanding
Employee of the Year in 2014
and 2016.
Isaacs credits his success
at USF to the support of his
colleagues and peers over the
decades.
“In order for me to be
successful, it has nothing to
do with me, and everything
to do with everyone else that
I work with,” Isaacs said.
“Nothing that I’ve done
would have been possible
without the support of the
people around me. I’m going
to lift people up because
they’ve lifted me up. I’m only
as good as the people that I’m
working with.”
Though it’s unknown
who will fill Isaacs’s role, he
advises his future successor to
“lean on” the St. Petersburg
faculty and staff.
Jake Diaz, St. Petersburg
regional assistant vice
chancellor for student
success and dean of students,
announced Isaacs’s departure
in an email to faculty and staff
on Oct. 29.
“To say Dwayne has made
an impact at USF doesn’t
quite capture the broad
array of ways he has left an
indelible imprint on the hearts
and minds of so many in the
21 years he has served our
university,” Diaz wrote.
“Most of all, Dwayne’s
positive energy, contagious
spirit and willingness to add
value to every conversation is
what I will miss most.”
Featuring a larger
scale operation with new
construction, 24-hour study
space, a 36-room hotel and
other functional areas, UF’s
student union is Isaacs’s
dream come true.

COURTESY OF DWAYNE ISAACS

USF St. Petersburg
Director of Student Life
& Engagement Dwayne
Isaacs has been a
member of the USF
community for 21 years.
“It’s a really large
operation and kind of my
dream role,” Isaacs said. “It’s
not just a student union job to
me. It’s my Student Life job
again, but I just oversee the
union component of it.”
Isaacs’s last day with USF
is Dec. 17 and he begins his
new role at UF on Jan. 3,
2022.
“I think because of my
long tenure here, I’ll always
be a Bull,” Isaacs said. “When
something matters to you,
you find ways to make it a
part of your life… I haven’t
said goodbye to anyone, and
I won’t say goodbye. I’m just
moving up the road. I’ll see
you around.”

HOCO, continued from P1
“In the past, I thought
homecoming was just a show
of popularity alongside a
series of football games.
It didn’t really pique my
interest,” Desir-Thompson
said. “However, seeing
homecoming in college has
changed the way I view it.
Homecoming is a tradition
that brings together past and
present students in addition to
community members. HAB
did an amazing job traversing
through homecoming despite
emerging amidst a pandemic.”
Both Casale and DesirThompson said their fellow
nominees on Homecoming
Court were also their friends
— which made the experience
more unique for both of them.
“While I’ve known [DesirThompson] the longest out
of everyone on the court,
everyone up on stage was
my friend,” Casale said. “So,
I was excited for literally
everyone to win, which made
the experience even more
memorable.”

While Casale said she had
a “strong feeling” that DesirThompson was going to win
due to his spirited efforts
in campaigning, the two of
them were both shocked to be
announced as Royalty.
“Winning royalty seemed
surreal. I heard my name
and knew I was going to be
crowned moments later but
it didn’t really click then,”
Desir-Thompson said. “I
wished all of the court could
have won. The main thing
on my mind was realizing
that I won, means that others
lost. I couldn’t revel in the
moment as much because of
it. Regardless, I am proud of
everyone on the court.”
Both Casale and DesirThompson feel proud to
represent a university that
fosters a diverse environment
in their final year.
“One of my favorite things
about USF St. Petersburg is
its inclusivity,” Casale said.
“In using ‘Homecoming
Royalty,’ the gender-neutral

terminology really helps
solidify our slogan, ‘you
belong here,’ and reinforce
those ideas of a close-knit and
diverse community. I love it
here, so I’m really happy to
be representing it.
“I’ve had no regrets in
anything I’ve done in my
four years here I’ve made the
best of it,” Casale said. “I’ve
always felt supported. The
faculty is amazing and there
are great organizations here,
like HAB.”
Desir-Thompson also
expressed his plan to fulfill his
role in representing USF St.
Petersburg as Homecoming
Royalty.
“Being crowned USFSP
Royalty has galvanized my
motivation in regards to USF
as well as other aspects of my
life,” Desir-Thompson said.
“I will do my best to fill the
crown I wear, physically and
figuratively.”

COURTESY OF LIBBY CASALE

Libby Casale and Darien Desir-Thompson
attended their high school’s senior prom together
in 2018.
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T-Pain had Bulls moving ‘like a cyclone’ at Homecoming concert
Story and photos by
Sofía García Vargas
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

R

apper T-Pain had
students “getting
low” during the
2021 USF Homecoming
concert with the return of
rapper T-Pain to Tampa on
Nov. 4
Organized by the Center
of Student Involvement, the
event was the first concert
back on campus since the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Rapper Taylor Bennett
gave the event’s opening
performance. Commonly
known for his work alongside
his brother, Chance the
Rapper, Bennet hyped the
crowd with some of his songs
like “Broad Shoulders” and
“Dancing in the Rain.”
Excitement grew as the
time for T-Pain to hit the stage
approached.

USF Tampa
communication sciences
and disorders junior Alexia
Allison shared in the
excitement for her first time
seeing the rapper live.
“I’m feeling good. I’m
really excited to see T-Pain,”
Allison said.
USF Tampa language,
speech and hearing science
junior Carson Daly said he
was looking forward for
T-Pain’s “I’m Sprung.”
As an homage to the peak
of his career in the early
2000s, T-Pain sang some of
his most popular songs like
“Up Down,” “Bartender” and
“Buy U a Drank.”
The rapper also covered
“Don’t Stop Me Now” by
Queen and “Stay With Me”
by Sam Smith.
At the end of the concert,
T-Pain thanked the USF
community for having him
again and promised to be
back.

The rapper performed some of his hit songs like “Up Down,” “Bartender” and
“All I Do Is Win.”

The event was the first concert back on campus since the COVID-19
pandemic.

Juniors Alexia Allison (left) and Carson Daly said
they were “very excited” to see T-Pain at the
Homecoming concert.

‘World’s largest’ Christmas light maze spreads holiday cheer for second year
By Adriana Reeves and
Sofía García Vargas
sgarciavargas@usf.edu
adreeves@usf.edu

E

nchant Christmas
is ready to spread
holiday cheer and
light up St. Petersburg with
the “world’s largest Christmas
light maze.”
From Nov. 26 through
Jan. 2, Tropicana Field will
transform into a world of joy
and magic.
This year’s theme, The
Mischievous Elf, will serve
as the second in a series
of five adventures. After a
mischievous elf named Eddie
runs off with a few presents, it
is up to guests to help retrieve
them.
Kevin Johnston, founder
and CEO of Enchant
Christmas, said he is excited
for the return of this year’s
festivities.
“I can’t tell you how
much it means to us to be
returning to Tampa Bay
this year,” Johnston said.
“Providing magical Christmas
experiences is at the heart of
what we do, and I know I am
definitely ready to go back out
and celebrate the festivities

with my family, and I can
imagine many of our guests
feel exactly the same way.”
Nancy Hutson, general
manager of Enchant
Christmas St. Petersburg,
shares Johnston’s excitement
after having to cancel last
year’s event.
“It’s so exciting. It’s been
a really hard year,” Hutson
said in an interview with
The Crow’s Nest. “People
are really excited that we are
coming back, there is just so
much energy around it.”
New to Enchant Christmas
is the Magical Night Sky, an
animated recreation of the
North Pole night sky that
features synchronized lights
dancing across the stadium
dome. Also included are ice
skating, a Christmas Market
and their infamous light maze.
Visitors can also stop by
Santa’s Landing to share their
Christmas wishes and snap a
picture with Santa himself.
“One of the things that
I think is going to be my
favorite part is the Christmas
Village. We have 30 different
vendors that are selling
all sorts of interesting
artisan crafts and Christmas
giftware,” Hutson said. “It’s

really special and unique.”
Local vendors will be
featured in the market, some
returning from the event’s first
edition in 2019 and other new
ones.
Enchant Christmas also
offers a variety of Star
Experiences for guests.
The Magic Dinner Star
Experience includes a
buffet-style “festive feast” in
addition to an encounter with
Mrs. Claus and a Christmas
elf, general admission, dinner,
dessert and select nonalcoholic beverages.
As another new feature to
this year’s event, visitors can
also enjoy a Magic Brunch
Star Experience that includes
a “delectable Christmas
brunch,” general admission
and an encounter with Mrs.
Claus and a Christmas elf.
There will also be a 21
and over Star Experience that
includes an exclusive lounge
area with festive drinks and
snacks.
Hutson said that the
organization has been lucky
to choose a city as supportive
as St. Petersburg to host the
event.
“The management at the
Tropicana Field and the city

GAVIN HADRO | THE CROW’S NEST

of St. Pete have been so
helpful and so welcoming
it’s just going to create
long-lasting partnerships and
relationships,” Hutson said.
To ensure safety and
follow COVID-19 guidelines,
face masks and social
distancing will be encouraged
for all guests.
“We are doing ticketed
events for both Santa and for
ice skating to help us spread
out attendance a little bit

more,” Hutson said. “We’ll
also have additional hand
sanitizing stations all around,
so people can come with a lot
of confidence that they’ll be
safe.”
Tickets are on sale now.
Adult tickes range from
$25 to $35. Discounts are
available to military and EMS
personnel with a valid ID.
Star Experience tickets range
from $70 to $1,150.
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‘Mr. Worldwide’ wins Homecoming Cardboard Boat Race

By Sofía García Vargas
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

T

he Cardboard Boat
Race, a longstanding
Homecoming
Week tradition at USF St.
Petersburg, gathered students
to cheer on participants as
they fervently paddled along
Bayboro Harbor.
Eight St. Petersburg
student organizations
competed to see which boat
would stay afloat on the
water course: Navigator Tour
Guides, Student Government
(SG), Career Center, Pride
Alliance, Center for Student
Involvement, Compass,
Harborside Activities Board

(HAB) and the Student
Veteran Organization.
After its cancellation
in 2020 due to COVID-19
concerns, the event returned
to its full capacity and
students were excited to be
a part of the campus’ classic
tradition.
USF St. Petersburg
Campus Governor Veronica
Jimenez represented SG and
shared with The Crow’s Nest
her expectations before the
race.
“I’m excited, [but] I’m
a little nervous, it’s my first
time participating in the
Cardboard Boat Race, so I
don’t want to sink. All I care
about is making it across the

COURTESY OF CLIFFORD MCBRIDE

Cole Eicher won first place in the Navigators’
Pitbull-themed boat.

By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu
MONDAY
Grab your water bottle
and yoga mat for an
interactive workout at
Bella Prana Yoga Studio’s
Hyde Park Sweat at 742
S Village Circle in Tampa.
The event lasts from 6
to 7 p.m. and will mix
up different styles and
intensities of yoga, barre
and everything in between.
The event is free, and
guests are expected to bring
their own workout supplies.
TUESDAY
Grab some pasta with
your peer coach at the
Taste of Success event
hosted by the Compass
Student Experience team.
The event is from 5 to 6:30
p.m. in the Edge Gaming
and Lounge Space (HWH

101) at 140 Seventh Ave
S. The event provides an
opportunity for students
to better get to know their
peer coaches and their role
on campus. To RSVP and
learn more about the event,
visit BullsConnect.
WEDNESDAY
Know an unreasonable
amount of information
about Will Smith? Then
check out Will Smith
Trivia at 3 Daughters
Brewery from 7 to 9:30
p.m. At 222 22nd St. S, the
trivia is played in teams up
to six people with prizes of
$75 for first place, $50 for
second and $25 for third.
Since there is only space
for 40 teams, pre-register
for the event for free on
eventbrite.com.

course,” Jimenez said.
Organized by HAB, the
event pitted teams against
each other to win one or more
of eight categories: first,
second and third place, best
decorated boat, best team
effort, best original design,
best sink and people’s choice.
Two members of the HAB
staff and one Homecoming
Committee member served
as judges for the event. None
of the judges saw the boats
beforehand and there was a
tally system involved that
assured fair voting.
The teams had over a
week of preparation and
were instructed to use basic
materials like cardboard, duct
tape and plastic bags.
Jimenez said SG’s biggest
challenge was running out of
tape on the morning of the
race.
“We couldn’t finish taping
the whole boat, but we tried to
use our resources as wisely as
we could,” Jimenez said.
Teams had the freedom to
decorate their boats as they
pleased. Boat themes ranged
from Miami rapper Pitbull,
designed by Compass, to
Bullet Bill from Nintendo’s
“Mario Bros.” designed by
the Navigators.
After a few minutes-long
battle in the water, Compass’s
team reached the finish line
and took first place.
Sophomore business
marketing major Cole Eicher

THURSDAY
Be a part of St.
Petersburg’s first mobile
drag show with Drag on
w-HEELS. With tickets on
sale at $49, the experience
takes you on the Star
Trolley through downtown
St. Pete, including two
stops with cocktails
included. Beginning at 901
N Shore Drive NE, the
event is from 7 to 9 p.m.
For more information and
to purchase tickets, visit
eventbrite.com.
FRIDAY
Shake it off at the You
Need to Calm Down: A
Taylor Swift Dance Party
hosted by La Petite Fete at
The Orpheum. At 1915 E
Seventh Ave in Ybor City,
the event is from 9 p.m. to
2 a.m. General admission

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

USFSP Governor Veronica Jimenez paddled the
boat for Student Government.
was the paddler that led the
“Mr. Worldwide” team to
victory.
“This is my first time,
so winning feels so good,”
Eicher said.
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
said the event, distinctive to
the St. Petersburg campus,
rejuvenated campus life.
“Great turnout, beautiful
day,” Tadlock said. “This
whole week of [Homecoming]
activities really showed that
we have a lot of energy which
makes [USF St. Petersburg]
what it should be.”
According to
BullsConnect, 130 people
officially signed into the

begins at 8:30 p.m. and
tickets are $15. Doors open
at 8 p.m. for those with
$20 early admission tickets.
Tickets can be purchased
on eventbrite.com. For
more information, visit @
lapetitefetefl on Instagram.
SATURDAY
Join the Marine
Adventures Club (MAC)
for the Weedon Island
Scavenger Hunt. The event
is open to all students and
starts at 10:30 a.m. Prizes
will be available for the
photo scavenger hunt. The
address for the event will
be disclosed to those who
RSVP via BullsConnect.
Under the event’s
information, the MAC asks
for those interested to scan
the two QR codes that will
direct attendees to fill out
both a field trip and Google

event, excluding staff,
students, and community
members that served as
bystanders for the free, waterlogged entertainment
“This was an amazing
turnout for one of St. Pete
campus’ biggest traditions.
We even had the privilege of
local news stations, WFLA
News Channel 8 and Fox
13 Tampa Bay, covering the
story,” said HAB Director of
Traditions Allison Richards.
“This is the first time that a
lot of students have gotten to
see the Cardboard boat race in
action, so it was an amazing
turnout.”

form. Visit BullsConnect or
@mac_usf on Instagram.
SUNDAY
Take in the sites of the
St. Petersburg Pier while
creating your own pop art
masterpiece at Paint &
Pier. Hosted by the James
Museum of Western and
Wildlife Art, the museum
that brought you “Warhol’s
West,” the free outdoor
event at 800 Second Ave.
NE features Tampa muralist
Frankie G. who will lead
guests in making a Warholinspired painting. There are
two sessions available for
the event, noon to 12:45
p.m. and 1 to 1:45 p.m.,
that have a capacity of 50
guests each. Search for the
event on thejamesmuseum.
org to reserve your spot.
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OPINION: UF’s free speech crisis, and why it matters for USF
By Samuel Rechek
CONTRIBUTOR
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n recent years, the
Halloween season has
become a source of
debates surrounding freedom
of speech, offensive costumes
and university restrictions.
This Halloween season,
the University of Florida
(UF) is playing host to a
different kind of free speech
controversy.
On Oct. 29, The New York
Times broke a story about
three UF professors who
were supposed to serve as
expert witnesses in a lawsuit
against Florida Senate Bill
(SB) 90, which enacted new
restrictions on Florida’s voteby-mail and ballot drop-off
procedures.
When voting rights
advocates filed a lawsuit
against SB 90, UF professors
Sharon Austin, Michael
McDonald, Daniel Smith and
Jeffrey Goldhagen were asked
to serve as expert witnesses
in the lawsuit but were denied
permission by university
administration.
UF’s initial justification
for this denial was that the
testimony would “‘pose a
conflict of interest to the
executive branch of the State
of Florida.’”
But on Oct. 31, the
university changed its
position, arguing that it denied
the professors’ requests
because some were being
compensated and because the
testimony would be “harmful”
to UF’s interests as a Florida
institution.
UF’s denial of its
professors’ requests to testify
violates both its institutional
commitment to academic
freedom and the professors’
legal right to freedom of
expression.
In a statement on Nov.
1, UF President Kent Fuchs
and Provost and Senior
Academic Affairs Vice
President Joe Glover asserted
that “UF stands firmly behind
its commitment to uphold
our most sacred right as
Americans — the right to
free speech — and to faculty
members’ right to academic
freedom.”

But precedent emanating
from similar disputes suggests
that UF failed to recognize
what its commitment entails.
According to the U.S.
Supreme Court, academic
freedom is “a special concern
of the First Amendment,” and
it protects the right of students
and teachers at educational
institutions to freely conduct
academic investigation
without fear of government
interference.
The First Amendment’s
most famous metaphor, the
“marketplace of ideas,” rings
most true on college and
university campuses, but
only if academic freedom
safeguards the robust
exchange and debate of ideas.
There are limits to this
principle, however.
For example, if a
government employee is
acting within the scope
of their job duties or
speaking publicly in a way
that interferes with their
employer’s operations,
they can be subject to some
limitations.
To see the situation at
UF as falling within such
exceptions is to severely
misunderstand the facts.
Voting rights concerns are
surely a matter of public
interest, and it is not clear at
all how speaking against one
state law impedes UF’s ability
to operate efficiently.
In Lane v. Franks, the
Supreme Court ruled that
public employees have
the very right that these
professors were attempting to
exercise: “Truthful testimony
under oath by a public
employee outside the scope
of his ordinary job duties is
speech as a citizen for First
Amendment purposes.” Even
if this testimony includes
information relating to or
obtained as a result of the job
duties, this protection still
applies.
Given this legal
background, it would have
been costly for UF to justify
its action against these
professors. In all likelihood,
the courts would likely have
come down on the side of free
speech.
But on Nov. 5, UF
recognized its mistake. Fuchs

released another statement
indicating that he had asked
the relevant offices to “reverse
the decisions on recent
requests by UF employees to
serve as expert witnesses...
and to approve the requests
regardless of personal
compensation.”
UF has a good reputation
when it comes to protecting
expressive rights on campus.
The Foundation for Individual
Rights in Education (FIRE),
gives UF a “green light” for
maintaining no restrictive
speech policies.
By comparison, the
University of South Florida is
a “yellow light” institution.
Perhaps it is because of
this good reputation that
this break in character has
attracted national attention.
However, I think the
attention around this
controversy also stems from
Florida’s making a name
for itself in the national free
speech debate.
In 2021, the Republicanmajority state legislature
passed three bills that touched
on First Amendment issues,
including HB 1, HB 233 and
SB 7072, regulating protest,
postsecondary education and
social media, respectively.
Despite Gov.
Ron DeSantis’ and
his administration’s
commendable commitment
to “free speech, open inquiry,
and viewpoint diversity,”
I think these bills suggest
an inconsistency in this
pledge: in a conflict between
appealing to the party base
and upholding the nonpartisan
ideal of free speech, ideology
will win out.
Is it too much for voters to
ask that our political officials
and university leaders set
aside ideology in favor of a
nonpartisan application of the
First Amendment? Maybe —
so long as we expect them to
put this above the interests of
their voters.
But herein lies a possible
solution: if students and
faculty from all ideologies
speak out in support of free
expression, then it is in
politicians’ interest to protect
this right for all.
The late Supreme Court
Justice Felix Frankfurter

COURTESY OF SAMUEL RECHEK

Samuel Rechek is
the president of First
Amendment Forum, a
student organization at
USF that is committed
to promoting the value
of free speech on
campus.
wrote that “civil liberties draw
at best only limited strength
from legal guaranties.” In
other words, those who care
about liberty must take the
Bill of Rights as nothing
more than lip service. For our
protections to mean anything
in day-to-day life, they must
be taken up by each of us.
Otherwise, they will be
violated by those who don’t
embrace them and enforced
only after such violations
have occurred.
In this case, the issue is not
whether the professors’ rights
were violated. The problem is
that the infraction occurred.
An end to such infractions is
ostensibly the true goal of any
robust system of freedom of
speech.
So, students and faculty
at USF — though we come
from a different institution —
should care about this story.
Yes, we should commend
our sister institution for
reversing its mistake. But
more importantly, we should
take the opportunity to make
our support for the First
Amendment loud and clear.
Doing so is the best way to
say to our elected officials and
to our own university, ‘This
will not happen here.’
Samuel Rechek is a
junior political science and
philosophy major with minors
in history and economics at
USF Tampa.
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Movie review: ‘Last Night in Soho’
is a frightening blast from the past
By Aubrey Carr
aubrey14@usf.edu

P

ast films like “Shaun
of the Dead” and
“Baby Driver” have
made director Edgar Wright’s
cinematic style a recognizable
sight within the world of film.
In many ways though, “Last
Night in Soho” could not be
further from the filmmaker’s
usual work.
Gone are the usual running
gags and darkly comedic tone,
replaced instead by a stylish

nostalgia-fueled psychological
mystery.
The movie stars Thomasin
McKenzie (“Jojo Rabbit”) as
Eloise, an aspiring fashion
designer with a mysterious
history of mental illness.
Upon moving to the
fashionable Soho district of
London, Eloise finds herself
transported into the 1960s,
possessing the body of a
wannabe singer, Sandie (Anya
Taylor-Joy). Soon, the glitz
of the 60s wears off when

MICHELLE PHAM | THE CROW’S NEST

Sandie’s story takes a twisted
turn, revealing the dark
underbelly of the glamorous
city.
Though the movie is a
psychological thriller at
its core, its sympathetic
characters and emotionally
grueling storyline provide
the film with layers that are
lacking in many of today’s
horror movies. As much as
“Last Night in Soho” is a
thriller it is also a mystery, a
drama and a tragedy.
Wright’s stunning
visuals are mesmerizing,
fully capturing the viewer’s
attention from the start.
The film’s use of reflection
to simultaneously convey
the experiences of both
Eloise and Sandie is not
only effective, but also
amazingly well-crafted. It is
in these effects that one can
tell the amount of careful
consideration put into every
scene of the movie.
By far the biggest
difference between “Last
Night in Soho” and Wright’s
previous work is the film’s
overt focus on femininity.
Although Wright has an
extensive filmography, this is
the first of his films to feature
a female protagonist.
Ironically, this
unprecedented exploration
of the female experience is

exactly where the film finds
its footing as a thriller.
Most of the true scares in
“Last Night in Soho” result
from scenes depicting the
misogyny present in not only
the 1960s, but also in the
world today.
In her pursuit of stardom,
Sandie has been coerced into
an increasingly violent life
of sex work, a tragic story
mirrored by Eloise’s own
jarring experiences with a
variety of overbearing men
found around the streets of
Soho.
Sandie’s boyfriend and
manager, Jack (Matt Smith),
takes on the role of villain
for the first half of the
movie, having emotionally
manipulated Sandie into
prostitution. Smith’s portrayal
as Jack is eerily reminiscent
of the real-world reality of a
toxic relationship.
The terror of gender-based
violence takes a more literal
turn when Eloise is stalked
by ghostly apparitions of
Sandie’s perpetrators. Most
of the movie’s more typical
horror elements come into
play through these visions.
The apparitions are
accompanied by an unneeded
addition of jump-scares and
loud musical cues. They
are effective at creating a
quick fright, but they feel

COURTESY OF IMDB

‘Last Night in Soho’
explores modern
gender issues in a
1960s setting.
out of place next to the more
atmospheric thrills of the rest
of the film.
Additionally, the tackedon jumps undermine the
seriousness of the film’s
topic matter. As if to say the
characters’ experiences could
only be viewed as scary if a
more typical horror lens was
placed on them.
Even despite its iffy scares,
“Last Night in Soho” was a
beautifully crafted film and
one of this year’s greatest
thrillers. Accompanied
by a killer 1960s-inspired
soundtrack and a starstudded cast, the movie’s
stylistic exploration of female
trauma made for a painfully
engrossing watch.

USF men’s basketball takes ‘the dub’ against Voorhees College, 92-42
Story and photos by
Sofía García Vargas
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

T

he USF men’s
basketball team
showcased their
new additions and defeated
Voorhees College 92-42 in a
pre-season exhibition game at
the Yuengling Center on
Nov. 1.
USF took the first half
43-29 with a 44.1% field goal
percentage and nine offensive
rebounds, six of which came
from forward Bayron Matos.
Four Bulls led the board
with double digits.
Forward Jalyn McCreary
led USF in the first half with
17 points in his 20 minutes of
play. DJ Patrick followed with
15 points, shooting three of
six from the three-point line.
University of North
Carolina Wilmington transfer
Jake Boggs scored 13 points
and guard Javon Greene
scored 10 points, with nine
rebounds and five assists.
Despite not having a single
player score double digits,
Vorhees made 100% of their
free-throw shots in the first
half.
The Bulls outscored their
opponent 49-13 in the second
half after converting 23 points
off 22 total turnovers and

secured the 92-42 victory.
USF Head Coach Brian
Gregory said he was
satisfied with the team’s
performance and recognized
the outstanding efforts of the
newcomers.
“I thought our guys
responded extremely well,”
Gregory said. “Every one
of the new guys did some
good stuff for us… The most
impressive thing for the
newcomers was the intensity
they tried to defend with…
and the unselfishness and
the execution that they did
offensively as well.”
After ending the game
on top of the score board,

McCreary said he is proud of
the development of his game
since he transferred from
South Carolina.
“I worked hard all
summer… I put in a lot of
work just to better my game,
so the hard work is paying
off,” McCreary said.
The game proved a
promising start to the season
for the Bulls. USF will face
Bethune-Cookman University
for the season opener game at
the Yuengling Center on Nov.
9 at 5 p.m.
To buy single-game tickets,
visit ticketmaster.com, or call
1-800-Go-Bulls to purchase
season tickets.

Forward Jake Boggs was third on USF’s score
board with 13 points.

Rocky The Bull made an appearance during the
game in support of USF men’s basketball team.

Forward Bayron Matos scored nine points and
made six offensive rebounds.
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Student organization spotlight: Asian American and Pacific
Islander Association expands inclusive spaces on campus
By Michelle Pham
CONTRIBUTOR

S

ometimes it is hard
to find other students
to relate to if you’re
a minority. That is why the
Asian American and Pacific
Islander Association (AAPIA)
was founded.
The club was formed this
fall for Asian students to
come together and celebrate
their different cultures.
For some members, it is
their first time being in a club
like the AAPIA.
Freshman psychology
major and Vice President
Jasmine Tran said the club is
comforting to her.
“I wanted to find a
minority group that would fit
with my identity,” Tran said.
“Living in a predominantly
white school really amplifies
how I am a minority.”
Club President and
freshman environmental
science and policy major
Kristen Gayos had a similar
answer as to why the club was
started.
“Living in a predominantly
white community, we felt that
it was important to have a safe
space on campus where AAPI
identifying individuals could
come together,” said Gayos.
Gayos said the club
differs from similar student
organizations at USF because
of the club’s encompassment
around multiple Asian
cultures, rather than having
one for each country.
The AAPIA also stands
out on campus because of its
relative novelty.
“Our organization differs
from others on our campus
because of our recent
development,” Gayos said. “It
was founded within the first
week of the fall semester.”

Founded off the basis of
the campus’s inactive South
Asian Association, the AAPIA
aims to “revamp” itself as a
more inclusive organization
than the former.
According to the club’s
mission on BullsConnect,
the AAPIA “is devoted
to uniting, encouraging,
inspiring, and uplifting
the student population by
creating an environment
that will cultivate a vision
of a campus that embraces
Asian culture,” as well as
providing a “safe space for
the Asian community through
programming and intentional
experiences.”
Despite the small
Asian population on the
St. Petersburg campus, the
members have hope that it
will attract more students.
Freshman international
studies major and AAPIA
Activities Coordinator Mika
William also stressed the
club’s significance despite
a small Asian population on
campus.
“With our campus being
as small as it is, the number
of Asian students we have
is not the largest,” William
said. “However, this ended
up being a blessing to us
because rather than further
dividing ourselves into
subgroups, we can all come
together, on the common
ground of all having Asian
heritage, and share our unique
cultures and experiences
with other students similar to
us... allowing us to learn and
celebrate our fellow members
cultures.”
Although it was
established to serve Asian
students, the club welcomes
everyone who would like to
learn about Asian cultures.
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AAPIA members and officers pose for a picture at an event hosted by the
Chinese Culture and Language Club at the Tampa campus.
“We all work to embrace
our cultures and to welcome
everyone,” Gayos said when
asked about non-Asian
members joining.
On Sept. 30, the club
hosted a movie night in
the Office of Multicultural
Affairs where members
watched “Howl’s Moving
Castle.” In addition to more
movie nights, the club plans
on hosting a number of
other events that celebrate
Asian and Pacific Islander
cultures, like a fashion show
displaying different clothes
and styles of various Asian
cultures as well as an event

celebrating the Lunar New
Year.
William plans to ensure
future events will be a place
of inclusivity and support for
its members in the wake of
COVID-19.
“This group has not only
given us a place to gather, but
created a forum to discuss
the struggles that we as Asian
Americans are facing with
the major change in societal
perception of us,” William
said. “We are planning group
meetings in the future where
we will educate others and
give space for Asian students
to discuss the discrimination
that they have experienced

before and after the surge
of racism the pandemic has
brought against us.”
AAPIA meetings are held
every second and fourth
Thursday of the month at 4
p.m. in SLC 1400. For more
information about the club
visit its page on BullsConnect
or its Instagram page
@aapia_usfsp.
Michelle Pham is a
freshman marine biology
major at USF St. Petersburg.
Molly Ryan contributed to
this report.
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AAPIA members and guests watch “Howl’s Moving Castle” for their first
movie night in the Office of Multicultural Affairs.

AAPIA members (top, left to right) Kristyn Gayos,
Romeo Cauthen, Kate Froozan, (bottom, left to
right) Jasmine Tran, Mika William and Aubrey
Houdtzagers represent the club at the Bull Market
to promote the organization and upcoming events.

